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Basso Monferrato
Remote place, Italy

Basso Monferrato is a remote area located in the Piemont
region, in north-western Italy, between the cities of Turin,
Alessandria, and Asti. The territory is a mixture of hills and
plains, characterised by wine and rice cultivation, castles,
and villages, with still unexpressed potential. In this area,
there is a significant historical and cultural heritage of the
Romanic period, with a high concentration of churches
and chapels, such as the Santa Maria di Vezzolano Abbey
in Albugnano, included in the Transromanica, one of the
Culture Routes of the Council of Europe. The strong ter-
ritorial dominance of green and non-anthropized areas is
juxtaposed with cultivated fields and vineyards throughout
the area.




SMOTIES PARTNER ITALY

Politecnico di Milano
Design Department

Founded in 1863, Politecnico di Milano is regarded as a
leading research and educational institution worldwide,
offering innovative programs at all levels within its schools
of Engineering, Architecture and Design. Today it is world-
wide among the top 10 in the QS ranking by Subject in
Arts & Design. Its Design Department was founded as the
first Italian Department for Research in Design. It promotes
the significance of design as a key element of research
and education, able to act within the various processes of
production of tangible and intangible goods, focusing on
the central role of individuals, communities, and society as
a whole, and with a leader role in the interplay between
industrial settings, public and private sectors, public ad-
ministrations and universities.

The research team involved in the Human Cities project
is part of the Polimi DESIS Lab within the international
DESIS Network — Design for Social Innovation and
Sustainability, a group of researchers adopting a strategic
and systemic approach to design, with a specific focus on
design for services and design activism.

Politecnico di Milano, Design Department

Via Durando, 38/A, Milan, Italy
www.dipartimentodesign.polimi.it/en/ Polimi DESIS Lab
www.desis.polimi.it

desislab@polimi.it




Places in Polhov Gradec

Dolomites Landscape Park
Remote place, Slovenia

Polhov Gradec Dolomites Landscape Park (KPPD) was
declared in 1974 due to the characteristic topography,
outstanding natural beauty, remarkable sacral and architec-
tural cultural heritage as well as archaeological, ethnologi-
cal and other historical assets. The whole area is predomi-
nantly characterised by the mixed forests, especially in the
slopy parts, while next to traditional small villages grass-
lands, fields and orchards can be found. The area is not
too far from the capital city of Ljubljana which on one hand
makes it popular for the spare-time recreational activities
(there are many hiking tracks spread all around the area),
and on the other hand makes it attractive for the suburban
living. However, the area stays remote due to the complete
lack of public transportation and underdeveloped public
facilities — besides the primary school, churches and local
gastronomy services there are no other public functions.




SMOTIES PARTNER SLOVENIA

Urban Planning Institute
of the Republic of Slovenia
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Urban Planning Institute of the Republic of Slovenia
Trnovski pristan 2, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
info@uirs.si

WWW.UIrs.si
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Oberzeiring
Remote place, Austria

Oberzeiring is located in Upper Styria at 930 meters above
sea level in a side valley of the Mur Valley. The formerly
important market town currently has around 830 inhabitants.
Oberzeiring is known for its high medieval silver mining

and the right to mint silver coins. There is evidence of brisk
mining and smelting of silver in the 13th and 14th centuries.
Numerous archaeological finds prove that the region was
already settled in the Urnfield Period and that an old Roman
main road, the ‘Via Norica’ passed by Oberzeiring. Today
Oberzeiring lives, among other things, from tourism and is
known for its show mine and its healing caves. In 2017, as
part of the 750th anniversary celebration, a small museum
with a shop was opened in addition to the historic mine.
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In the field of information design in media and interaction
spaces, the institute also offers competencies in the areas
of visual communication, exhibition design and responsive
environments. The focus is always on the user or the
audience and the comprehensible experience.

FH JOANNEUM, University of Applied Sciences
Institute of Design and Communication

Alte Poststrasse 152, 8020 Graz, Austria
idk@fh-joanneum.at

www.fh-joanneum.at



Bobrek
Remote place, Poland

Cieszyn is a small town in Poland with
about 32 thousand inhabitants, located
on the border with the Czech Repubilic.
Bobrek is a part of the town that used to
function as an independent neighbouring
village. Bobrek was intended to house
18 thousand people. However, the plans
to build a housing estate there were only
partially implemented —instead of one
large complex, two smaller settlements
were built. Moreover, there is no social
infrastructure —no cultural centres or
schools that could act as initiators for
various activities. Public transport is also
largely limited there, as is the range of
cultural and sporting events.




SMOTIES PARTNER POLAND

Zamek Cieszyn
Design Centre

Zamek means ‘castle’—and it is a unique
castle with its function as a design centre.
Castles symbolize stability and memory,
whereas design embodies modernity and
change. Could anything be more self—
contradictory? And yet, Zamek has existed for
16 years now, in a small town on the Polish—
Czech border, promoting good design and
showing how to make good use of it. Zamek
cooperates with companies, NGOs, and public
institutions —wherever innovative thinking is
in demand. It supports any activity that can
improve the quality of life, also backing social
innovators, who design solutions for elderly
people and persons with disabilities. What is
more, Zamek helps companies to adapt to
ongoing changes and we accompany young
people making the first steps on their career
paths. By organising courses with experts it
teachs how to use design thinking in practice.
Zamek constantly searches for new areas

of development in the fields of traditional
handicraft techniques and natural materials.

ZAMEK CIESZYN

Ul. Zamkowa 3 abc, 43-400 Cieszyn, Poland
www.zamekcieszyn.pl
info@zamekcieszyn.pl



Penmachno
Remote place, UK

Penmachno, in the Machno valley in Snowdonia National
Park, North Wales, is set within a beautiful landscape with
wonderful walks, wildlife and natural resources. The valley
is the birthplace of the modern Welsh language, and has
deep roots in Welsh industrial heritage, from slate mining

to wool milling. It is also a significant tourist destination for
mountain bikers, hikers, and adventure seekers.

The Penmachno community describes themselves as strong
and caring, and believes that Penmachno is a great place

to live for the young and elderly. The community’s future vi-
sions include becoming a modern rural area. They aspire to
increase their self-sufficiency and sustainability, create more
affordable housing, and more visitor attractions.



SMOTIES PARTNER UNITED KINGDOM

Clear Village

Trustee Limited

Clear Village is a London-based charity which helps
communities build a better future through creative
regeneration. We work together with landlords,
municipalities and community groups to identify local
challenges, build on existing assets, bring in external
expertise as needed, and co-create solutions with
local residents and other stakeholders. Since no two
communities are the same, our projects are varied too.
Our recent work includes running a co-working space
in central London focused on supporting the local
community; creating a series of online hackathons to
develop circular approaches for the built environment;
transforming a neglected walled garden on the
fringes of London into a community food growing

hub; and helping to establish a centre for agricultural
technology in Malawi. What unites all our projects

is our focus on empowering local communities and
igniting resilience from within.

Clear Village Trustee Limited

Location: Block A Vauxhall Peabody Estate
Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1V 1TA, UK
info@clear-village.org

www.clear-village.org



Borgarnes
Remote place, Iceland

Borgarnes is a beautiful town with 2108 inhabitants, about an
hour’s drive from Reykjavik and is located on a peninsula in

a Fjord (Borgarfjordur). The first settlers arrived in the area by
boat in the 9th century, but the small town only began to emerge
in the second half of the 19th century when it became a place
for trading goods. The main park is named after the first settler
(Skallagrimur) and there you can also find his burial mound.
For most of its history, Borgarnes was mainly connected by sea
to the rest of the country. The town grew around the harbour
which was the town'’s center of gravity.
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g applied research, Alternance is developing a
ct called MAPS — multidisciplinary assessment of a
ublic space. It's a methodology intended to assess the
quality of public space and to provide recommendations
for the public authorities to improve them. This methodol-
ogy is developed by a multidisciplinary team specialised in
urban planning: a historian, an architect, a social psycholo-
gist, and a planner. It's a multidisciplinary methodology
combining social sciences, architecture and planning that
consider the environmental and social aspects of public
space. Alternance joined SMOTIES and the European
team of Human Cities with the MAPS project.

Alternance slf

51A Vesturgata - 101 Reykjavik
alternance@alternance.be
www.alternance.be
www.hoveringtrails.com



Joaveski
Remote place, Estonia

Joaveski is a small village on the banks of the Loobu River in Lahemaa
National Park, especially known as a unique industrial village, where

a hydroelectric power plant was built in 1898 to supply the newly
established cardboard factory. Joaveski has great historical and archi-
tectural value: the original cardboard factory, designed by renowned
architects, includes various architectural examples and several out-
buildings, around which local cultural history has accumulated for over
a century. The Joaveski factory building is also in the state register of
cultural monuments. Approximately 30 people live in the village.
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onian Association of Designers (EAD) is a non-profit organi-
governed by public law and representing 160 designers. EAD
vities are focused on raising the society’s awareness of the efficiency
f design and developing user-friendly environments, organising compe-
titions, seminars, workshops, and exhibitions. It collaborates in projects
focused on issues like inclusive design, health care design, human cities,
and design management.

The main design event of the year is the International Tallinn Design
Festival (DISAINIOO) which has received the European quality label
EFFE. From 2006 EAD gives out the Estonian Design Award BRUNO.
For promoting Estonian design abroad EAD has received an award from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For helping to introduce local makers
EAD has established an Estonian Design House (2010). Estonian design
has been exhibited in Scandinavia, Baltics, Central-Europe, UK, China,
Russia, USA, Japan, etc.

On the initiative of the EAD a joint project was launched to develop

and implement design policy. EAD has participated in European design
policy projects. It is a member of BEDA, EIDD Design For All Europe and
WDO, and has initiated projects dedicated to relaxing in wilderness and
in the city like the Tallinn For All project, which received the DME Europe
Award.

Estonian Association of Designers (EAD)
Marati 5a, Tallinn, Estonia

edl@edl.ee
www.tallinndesignfestival.com
www.estoniandesignhouse.com
www.edl.ee



From the Dorlay Valley to
the Carthusian monastery

of Sainte-Croix-en-Jarez
Remote place, France

In the heart of the Pilat Regional Nature Park, 40 minutes
from Saint Etienne and 40 minutes from Lyon, the Dor-
lay Valley has developed a know-how around the textile
industry since the 18th century. These traditional skills
are associated with a rich heritage of industrial buildings
and infrastructure linked to the use of the river’s water as
a source of energy —water milling. In the Dorlay Valley,
there are some villages that still preserve the vestiges of
this past textile industry and try to valorise this heritage.

Nearby this area, Sainte-Croix-en-Jarez is famous for

a Carthusian monastery that has become a village centre.
The inhabitants want to safeguard and promote this
historic building and intangible heritage not only for
tourism but also for intergenerational transmission.




SMOTIES PARTNER FRANCE

Cité du Design
Ecole Supérieure d’Art et de Design

Cité du Design of Saint-Etienne'is a platform for research,
higher education, economic development and promotion
of art and design, supported by the city of Saint-Etienne,
the metropolitan government (Saint-Etienne Métropole),
the Auvergne-Rhdéne-Alpes region, the State (Ministry of
Culture) and private partners. Since 2010 the Cité du De-
sign has formed a single institution with the Saint-Etienne
Higher School of Art and Design.

Led by the Cité du Design, Saint-Etienne and its agglom-
eration are relying on design as a driving force for the
development of the territory. Saint-Etienne was designated
in 2010 as a UNESCO creative city of design.

Every two years, Cité du Design organises the Biennale
Internationale Design Saint-Etienne. Since 1998, design-
ers from all over the world, French and international de-
sign enthusiasts, as well as the public of the Saint-Etienne
Métropole get together to discover emblematic examples
of design production and innovation. The chosen themes,
openness to the world and access to creative works char-
acterize the Biennale, recognized by all experts.

Cité du Design - Ecole Supérieure d’Art et de Design
3 Rue Javelin Pagnon, 42000 Saint-Etienne, France
info@citedudesign.com

www.citedudesign.com



Estreito da Calheta
Remote place, Portugal

Estreito da Calheta is a small village on the southwest coast

of Madeira Island, founded in the second half of the sixteenth
century. It owes its name to the orthography of the land, as it

is located between two valleys in a narrow area bordered by
the Atlantic Ocean to the south and the central mountains of
the island to the north. In Portuguese, ‘estreito’ means ‘narrow’.
With about 1600 inhabitants (2011), it has a considerable foreign
community that has found an interesting place to live in the
fertile and sunny slopes.



TNER PORTUGAL

de da Madeira

deira (UMa) is a state university established in

0 4 faculties and 2 schools: Exact Sciences and En-
iences, Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities as well
er School and Technologies and Management Higher

mission of the University of Madeira is to be a university of inter-
national level, achieving excellence through education, research and
service to its regional, national and international communities.

Considering that a vital aspect of the mission of a university is the
transmission of knowledge, research is crucial for the quality of the
teaching/learning process. Thus, a university can only ensure the pur-
suit of knowledge by promoting fundamental and applied scientific and
cultural research, enhancing its ability to establish strategic partner-
ships with other universities.

Scientific research activities have been developed at two levels of
organisation: in structured research units and in self assembled groups,
which in some cases can be seen as embryos of future units.

Universidade da Madeira (UMA), Art & Design

Campus Universitdrio da Penteada, 9020-105 Funchal, Portugal
www.uma.pt/sobre/faculdades-e-escolas/artes-e-humanidades
info@mail.uma.pt



Apano Meria
Remote place, Greece

Not far from Ermoupolis lies a remote and inaccessible
area of Syros. Apano Meria occupies the northern part
of the island and offers a landscape of overlapping

shrubs, marble and ancient dry stone wall formations
created its first inhabitants. In 1997, a permanent natu
reserve was established on Syros, with 190 hectare,
of agricultural, grassland and partially forested ar
meeting the needs of fauna for rest, food and w,
Apano Meria in the municipality of Syros. Furt
the entire area was declared a NATURA2000,
area in 2010.

Apano Meria combines archaeological, ge
biological wealth that have remained untou
human development over the last century.
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